[Doppler evaluation of diastolic function in hypertrophic cardiomyopathy].
Diastolic function may play a significant role in patients affected by hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, because abnormalities in diastolic function, even in presence of a normal systolic function, may determine the clinical features of the disease. Doppler ecocardiography, using a non-invasive and not highly expensive method, easily allows to analize the indexes of diastolic function, as soon as some morpho-functional parameters, represented by extent and localization of the myocardial hypertrophy and presence or absence of obstruction in the left ventricular outflow, which have always been considered relevant in the prognosis together with the typical arrhythmic abnormalities of the disease. The aim of this study was to investigate the behaviour of Doppler ecocardiographic parameters of diastolic function in 38 patients with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and to analize whether they might be correlated with the morpho-functional patterns and clinical features of the disease, represented by the NYHA functional class and occurrence of ventricular tachycardia during 48 hour ambulatory electrocardiographic monitoring. Diastolic function abnormalities, although occurring in most patients, do not seem to be related with clinical conditions and/or with the typical morpho-functional patterns of the disease; however, an increase in the left atrial size together with a specific increase in the rate of deceleration of flow velocity in early diastole that were detected in patients with ventricular tachycardia, by suggesting a relation between diastolic dysfunction and arrhythmogenic substrate, remarks the importance of the analysis of diastolic function for a better prognostic evaluation of the hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.